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SUBJECT: Revised Incident Report Form and Instructions
Updated Bird Permit and Cheatsheet
River Herring Identification Cheatsheet
Updated Freezer List Cheatsheet
Groundfish Framework 47 Information
Updated Data Release Form

Revised Incident Report and Instructions

At-sea monitors are required to report incidents that occur while performing their duties at sea.
The purpose of this memo is to inform monitors and At-sea Monitoring (ASM) providers the
Incident Form has been revised to reflect modifications and provide clarification.

The updates concerning the Incident Report Form are as follows:

Added information for MAC users

Updated website link

Removal of dockside monitoring fields, dealer name and number

Addition of vessel hull number and VTR serial number

Removal of the requirement for hard-copies

Updated file naming conversion for clarity

Updated optional lists to submit form to (no longer required to submit to operational
email address - only NEFOP observer, Industry Funded Scallop observer, At-Sea
Moriitor email lists apply)
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The updated Incident Report Form and accompanying instructions are posted on the Northeast
Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC), Fisheries Sampling Branch (FSB) website

http://www .nefsc.noaa.gov/fsb/forms/ under ‘Data and Forms’ in the located on the left hand
side of the website, and are also attached to this memo for reference. Please remember to submit
the online incident report within 12 hrs of landing or of incident occurring.

Any questions regarding these changes should be directed towards Sara Weeks,
(508) 495-2227 or Sara. Weeks@noaa.gov.

Updated Bird Permit Information

Enclosed you will find a renewed permit to salvage and sample migratory birds while onboard
commercial fishing vessels good from 4/1/2012 to 3/31/2015. It is the same permit we were
under before so no changes to protocols, continue to sample and/or photograph as you have
previously. Please remove your old permit and replace it with the new one.

Also, a new bird identification cheat sheet is enclosed (opposite side of turtle identification). It is
very important to note this cheat sheet includes the species we see most commonly but by no
means should you assume every bird will be one of the species listed. If you do not find a match
on the cheat sheet refer to the Beached Birds book for more species and a more complete
description of characteristics to use. You can remove the old turtle identification cheat sheet and
replace it with this one, some of the sea turtle life history details we did not feel were essential
information to have on deck so it was removed.

Herring Identification Cheatsheet

An updated set of Herring ID cheat sheets has been created. New protocols are included to
address the more difficult river herring ID issues that have recently arisen. Any questions
regarding herring ID issues should be directed to Pete Canavin at 508-495-2388 or to your editor.

Updated List of Available Freezers

Enclosed is an updated list of available freezers. Please replace the outdated cheatsheet with the
new one. We have checked with all of these groups within the last few weeks about using space
in their facilities. Please follow any notes and size requirements for that particular freezer or
building. If you place samples in one of these facilities’ freezers please make sure you provider
is aware.

If you have any questions regarding any of these items please contact Bill Greer, (508)495-2126
or William.greer@noaa.gov or Kathryn Roy, (508)495-2141 or Kathryn.roy@noaa.gov.
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Groundfish: Framework 47 Information

As you may know Framework 47 to the Northeast Multispecies FMP went into effect on May
1st. There isn't too much relevant information that affects our program but below is a summary
of the major changes/information updates that are occurring this year in general:

e GB winter flounder is no longer experiencing overfishing and the stock is no longer over
fished.

o SNE/MA winter founder is still over fished but overfishing is no longer occurring in this
stock.

e Qverfishing is not occurring for GOM winter flounder.

o Overfishing is occurring for GOM cod and the stock is over fished.

e Allocations for GB (307.5 metric tons) and SNE/MA (126 metric tons) yellowtail
flounder have been set in the scallop fishery.

o Allocations for GB (286 mt) and GOM (9 mt) Haddock in the mid-water trawl fishery
have been set.

o Incidental catch TAC's (Total Allowable Catch) have been specified for certain stocks of
concern (i.e., stocks that are overfished or subject to overfishing) for common pool
vessels fishing in the special management programs (i.e., Special Access program and
Regular B DAS program). Any catch on a trip that ends on a Category B DAS (regular
or reserve) is attributed to the Incidental Catch TAC for the pertinent stocks.

o Western GB Multispecies Restricted Gear Area and the SNE Multispecies RGA have
been removed.

e This action adopted reactive Accountability Measures (AMs) for ocean pout, both stocks
of windowpane flounder, and Atlantic Halibut for sector and common pool vessels that
would be triggered if the total ACL (annual catch limit) is exceeded.

o This action allocates zero trips to the CAII Yellowtail flounder SAP unless they are using
a haddock separator trawl, a Ruhle trawl or hook gear. Flounder nets are not allowed in
this area.

e Mid-size eliminator traw] has been accepted under this action. This net replaces the
minimum fishing circle requirements with a more concise and enforceable measure using
the minimum number of meshes at the wide end of the first bottom belly; adjust the mesh
configuration in the forward part of the net; and remove the sweep configuration
requirements. There are large meshes in the forward part of the net to reduce bycatch.

This net can be used by both sector and non-sector vessels in the Eastern US/Canada
Haddock SAP and Regular B DAS program. This will hopefully increase the fishing
opportunity for smaller vessels by allowing them to utilize this smaller scale trawl and
have access to the Haddock SAP and B DAS program.

o In FW 47 it says that NMFS will be using ASM and NEFOP data (specifically footrope
length) to monitor how the experimental net performs since it is not captured on the VTR.

As you know ASM's do not collect that information. The Regional Office will solely be
using NEFOP data for that purpose.
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Any additional information regarding groundfish or sectors, please contact KB McArdle at (508)
495-2377 or Katherine.mcardle@noaa.gov.

Updated Data Release Forms

The Data Release Forms have recently been updated. Please discard all outdated forms and
begin using the enclosed forms immediately. Any questions regarding the Data Release Form
may be directed to Patricia Yoos (508) 495-2338 or Patricia.yoos@noaa.gov

.Attached: Updated Incident Report and Instructions
Updated Bird Permit and Cheatsheet
Herring Cheatsheet and Updated List of Available Freezers
Updated Data Release Forms

Thank you.
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