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FORECASTS OF GROUNDFISH AND SEA SCALLOP ABUNDANCE 
ON NEW ENGLAND BANKS 

Changes i"!l the abundan.ce cf grcundLal"~ c!';. New Er:g:and fiahing 

banks are expected tc be mixed during 1964, ':::<.!;,d the abundan-::e of sea 

scallops will decline, accordbg to R\.ls3ell To NtH'xis, Acti"r-,g Director 

of the North and Middle Atlantic Region of H.,e Bureau of Commercial 

commercia,l fisherrrlen, a:·:.d study the P(:}pu~i&tior~ fiesh and sheJ:.JEsh on 

C'ffsl~ore Hating b::inks by sampling wit(c the B·~~·,::a.ll e-'.';:'w £:.~''t_-~ng research 

vessel, Albatross IV. 

Haddock landings in New ErJ.gland iT:. 1963 wil: be approximately 

112 mElion pounds, a decline from the 117 ml~.1ior: pou1:'.ds lar,ded during 

the 1962 period. The stocks of h:;?,ddoCK on New E:r.:glaIld banks are expected 

to remab in only fair supply during 19t4 so landing s ie'. 1964 wi 11 not 

improve. The drop wiU be rncst ~oticeab]e in the scrod category because 

of the scarcity of small fish which s been due to the age groups spawned 

ir. 1960, 1961. a::ld 1962 being below average iL abundance. 
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However, things wiH be brighter in the haddock fishery after 

1964. The survival of fish spawned in 1963 appea:!:"iJ t:;) have been unusually 

high. Both the summer and fall surveys d the offshcre banks by t1:::,e 

Albatross IV indicate the greatest abundance of young fist. since the surveys 

were started in 1953. These young fish wid reach marketable size and 

thus begin to be important to tbe fishery in the summer cf 1965. This 

1963 age group is expected to support the fisheI'y f(:·r several. years. 

Landings of cod in 1963 wil!. be sEgrEy less than the high value 

of 35 million pounds landed in 1962. There has been an upward trend in 

cod landings during the past few year s, and 2..bun.dance in 1964 is expected 

to remain at a high level. Albatross IV surveys show a fairly strc!'_g age 

group spawned this year ( 1963) which shouid enter the fishery b late 1964 

and early 1965. 

Landings of redfish in 1963 wil: be g·:;,::newhat ever 100 miEi:::m 

pounds with abundance holding steady. T:le:::-e is 3CITle indication that there 

will be more fishill?; in the Gulf of St. Lawrence in 1964. If so, total 

U. S. landings in 1964 wiH exceed those of 1963. 

Yellowtail Hounder landings b 1963 wEi be nearly 75 minion 

pounds, an all time high. This is due to increased abundance of fish 

which resulted from excellent survival of the age groups spawned in 

1958, 1959,and 1960. The oldest of these age grcups wiH be of less 
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importance next year, a:::-:d thE; fclkwir:g age gr,~,up : 196:., ap~e:rI s ~ be 

m 1964, although still at a rel2.tively ":J..Lg:~l Lev",:. 

United States landings:lf whiting (si'>Jer :take) w'..H V:}tal about 92 

million pounds which is slightly less th2J:. tt~e figure for 1962. The D.S.S.R 

fleet probably removed an equal qu~ntity of wl:.itir~g from the ",,-rea during the 

year. What effect the Rus s:3.n fi.sbir:g wi2.: :r-, V8 ::)1.", tb.e s1:8cks cf wl:.i~~mg 

cannot be determined at th~s time, acccrd·:.!:lg tc the Wc:,d.s Hc~e bic·l.cgists. 

Thus they are wlthholdi.CJ.g aLy esthn?te cf ·~'.e a'T:.~la.L:~;~t:'Y cf ff:..is epecie;;, t::' 

U. S. fishermen during the year 19tA. T:,-:sr(: i.2, !c::weveT, n::: indicaticr 

at present of any seriou8 decline L:'_ o.bu.r~d,~r.'~e. 

Sea scallops have suffered ::l. dec~~~e :"1. a1:,unda;'lce durir.g the past 

two years although total landings of LJ. S.:, .. nd C ::.:tada did eDt s:ip much 

in 1963. United States vessels landed 19."1 r:":':_.'.',,·:;,n pc,unds wh:cb was 

16 percent les s tr.v;.n the 23. 5 rni::,j,cn p":;w,o::.".0:: ded i:. 196-::. C ar_adi2.n 

landings, however, mcreased from 13.9 rniH':'or pounds in 1962 to 

16.4 million pcui"lds in 1963. Research vesee:' surveys with the A~batrQss 11 

show that the downward trend in abuilda.nce is co::.tinuing so that we can 

expect landings t,J decrease again in ] 964. 
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